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all monarchy Nicholas II most of all, ought to support,
instead of opposing, any action on Austria's part which
aimed at the suppression of the unscrupulous agitation
which had been going on for years among Serbians and
which, as he was now informed by Berchtold, threatened the
very existence of his Austrian ally, and had made his own
personal friend its victim. When therefore he read that
Tschirschky, his Ambassador at Vienna, was "using every
opportunity to warn [Berchtold] calmly but energetically
and earnestly against any overhasty steps," he noted in
the margin, as already pointed out in the preceding chap-
ter: "Now or never! Who authorized him to this? That"
is very stupid! It's none of his business, for it is purely
Austria's affair to consider what to do in this matter, for
it will be said afterwards, if things go wrong, that Germany
was not willing!! Tschirschky will please drop this non-
sense! Matters must be cleared up with the Serbians, and
that soon. That's all self-evident and the plain truth." *°
With his natural impetuosity he wanted Austria to take
action in regard to the Serbians as quickly as possible, while
the whole civilized world, still under the vivid impression
of the terrible assassination, sympathized with her.
What this action of Austria's was to be, the Kaiser did
not know definitely on July 5, and did not care to advise.
But neither he nor Bethmann thought it at all probable on
that day that the Austro-Serbian dispute would lead to a
European war. He could therefore quite safely depart on
his northern cruise early next morning, as he had long
planned, and as Bethmann advised. This he would hardly
have done, if he had thought that the action, which he
wished Austria to take at once instead of delaying more
than two weeks, would probably involve a European con-
flagration. It is significant that the moment he heard the
kind of ultimatum Berchtold had presented to Serbia, he
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